Cognitive Development – Chapter 6
I. Piaget’s substages for sensorimotor (see pp. 177ff)

II. Schema: the basic unit for an organized pattern of sensorimotor functioning

III. Object permanence

IV. Critique of Piaget

A. Theory based on observation of his own kids

B. Better measurement techniques suggest cognitive abilities are developing earlier than Piaget suggested

1. Stable and differentiated perceptual world takes place earlier

2. Memory and other symbolic activity occur by 2nd half of 1st year

V. Information-Processing Perspective

A. Not concerned about stages but instead about cognitive processes such as attention, memory, encoding, retrieval, etc.

B. Habituation: repeated presentation causes reduced attention

C. Dishabituation: renewed interest in stimulus

VI. Memory

A. In general much more advanced than previously thought

B. Carolyn Rovee-Collier’s experiments with kicking and mobile, suggest that by 2 and ½ months baby’s memory is incredibly detailed

VII. Language

A. Phonology: study of language’s sound system
B. Morphology: rules for combining morphemes (smallest units of language)
C. Syntax: ways words are combined to form acceptable phrases
D. Semantics: refers to meaning of words and sentences
E. Pragmatics: use of language in context
F. Chomsky – based on biological basis for language, said that children are born with a language acquisition device (LAD)

G. Receptive vocabulary: key here is children understand much of what’s being said before they can express it

H. Holophrase: one word implies a complete sentence (thought) e.g. drink

I. Telegraphic speech: use of short and precise words to communicate
